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How Greta Thunberg’s Lone Strike Against Climate Change Became a Global 

Movement (by Kate Aronoff, March 5, 2019)v 

The 16-year-old Swedish activist’s #FridaysForFuture protests have galvanized 

young people around the world 

At the end of a record-hot summer in Sweden last August, then-15-year-old 

Greta Thunberg decided she would not be going back to school. Frustrated 

by the lack of  attention  paid to the existential threat of global warming […] 

she set up outside the Swedish parliament with a water bottle, her rucksack 

filled with books and snacks and a homemade sign announcing her “School 

Strike for Climate.” […] 

Thunberg wasn’t alone for long. By the end of the first week, her strike had 

drawn coverage from Sweden’s biggest newspapers.  […] After three weeks 

of missed classes, Thunberg finally went back to school — mostly. She still 

strikes every Friday. 

Now she’s become the unexpected founder of an international youth 

movement. Since the summer, tens of thousands of students in nearly 300 

towns and cities from Australia to Uganda to the U.S. to Japan have joined 

her #FridaysForFuture protest. In Belgium, at the end of January, more than 

1530,000 students walked out of classes. A worldwide strike is planned for 

March 15th, with events planned in more than 50 countries. “Before I started, I 

didn’t expect anything,” Thunberg says. “I could have never imagined this 

reaction. It’s crazy.”  […] 
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At home, Thunberg persuaded her parents to swear off air travel and stop   20 

eating meat. “They were frequent fliers and high consumers,” she says. “And 

then I showed them articles and films and I told them about the situation.”  

[…] 

Thunberg has Asperger’s syndrome.  […] “I see the world kind of black-and-

white,” she says. “Either we go on as a civilization or we don’t.” 

 

Although she finds all the sudden personal attention a little strange, she says, 

“As soon as they write about me they have to write about the climate, so 

that’s good.”  […] 

 

source: Aronoff, Kate. How Greta Thunberg’s Lone Strike Against Climate Change 

Became a Global Movement. March 5, 2019: 

https://www.rollingstone.com/politics/politics-features/greta-thunberg-fridays-

for-future-climate-change-800675/ (last visited on April 4th, 2019) 

This article has been slightly modified. 

 

Comprehension questions: Answer the following questions. Write complete 

sentences.  

 

1. When and how did the movement start? 

2. How many young people have joined the movement so far? Where do 

they come from?  

3. According to the article Greta has convinced her parents to change 

their  lifestyle. Explain.  

4. How does she feel about the “sudden personal attention“?  
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Find a title for each paragraph 1 – 7 for the article on page 78/ 

79.  

A  Repairs at the power station  

B Radioactivity across Europe  

C  Prypiat – a tourist attraction  

D Leaving the city  

E A ghost town 

F Effects of the disaster: diseases and costs 

G The unknown danger  
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